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Owner of Property 

Dr. HcKelden Smith 

& Waverley North Street 

town S taunton &!A vicinlty 

Location Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. C i t y  Hall; O f f  ice of of C i r c u i t  Court 

street & number Beverley Street 

Staunton state 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

elegible? - -x- title (N/A) 

N/A - =*state - countv - local 

survey N/ 

N /A N / ~  

States Department the Interior 
Conservation and Recreation Service use only 

R e g i s t e r  . , 
en 
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, , 

Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

historic 

street 

town 

3001 North Augusta Street 

S of congressional district 6th . --

publication 

But l e r )  

state coda 51 county (in c i t y )  code 790g 

Category Ownership Status Present Use 
d i s t r i c t  occupied agriculture museum 

private unoccupied commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational private residence 

Accessible entertainment religious 
o b j e c t  in process restricted government scientific 

being considered 	 yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. 


name and Mrs. 


street number H i l l ,  3001 Augusta 

city, of state V i r g i n i a  24401 

5. of Legal 
the Clerk 

109-113 East 

Virginia
city, town 

has this property been determined 	 yes no
None p rev ious ly  recorded 

date federal 

Adepository for records 

city, town state 



. Description - 
C. ndition Check one Check one 
3 excellent -deteriorated 1L unaltered 1L original site 
- good -ruins -altered -moved date N/A 

-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Summary Descr ip t ion  

Waverley H i l l  is a n  e x c e l l e n t l y  preserved example of an e l abora t e  Georgian Revival 
country house i n  a combination English and c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  idiom. Erected i n  1929, t h e  
house i s  a b r i c k ,  f i v e - p a r t  s t r u c t u r e  cons i s t ing  of a five-bay, 2%-story, hipped-roof cen te r  
section connected t o  one-story, hipped-roof te rminal  wings by low, one-story hyphens. Both 
propor t ions  and d e t a i l i n g ,  i n s i d e  and o u t ,  a r e  highly soph i s t i ca t ed .  The house i s  s c e n i c a l l y  
s i t e d  on t h e  top of a h i l l  a t  t h e  no r th  end of Staunton wi th  tka grounds t r e a t e d  a s  an in fo r -  
mally landscaped park.  Approach t o  t h e  house i s  through curved b r i c k  gs t epos t s  and up a 
winding driveway. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis 

The main p a r t  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  r e s t s  on a molded briclc water  t a b l e  and i s  framed by br ick  
quoins. The hipped roof of s l a t e ,  wi th  i t s  t h r e e  pedimented dormers and p ineapple  f i n i a l s ,  i s  
s k i r t e d  by a mod i l l i on  cornice.  The double-leaf en t rance  wi th  s tone  s t e p s  f e a t u r e s  a wooden 
f r o n t i s p i e c e  modeled a f t e r  William Buskland's Hammond-Harwood House i n  Annapolis, Varyland. 
The windows of t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  wi th  12/12 sash  have raised-panel  b l i n d s ,  pa in ted  whi te ,  wi th  
s t a r  mot i f s .  The green s h u t t e r s  of t h e  second f l o o r  a r e  louvred. The b r i c k  used i n  t h e  house 
was salvaged from a ru ined  e a r l y  19th-century house i n  Augusta County. The b r i cks  a r e  l a i d  . 
i n  Flemish bond; t h e  jack  arches  a r e  not  gauged. 

The wings of t h e  south  (en t rance)  f r o n t  a r e  decorated wi th  b l ind  a rches  framing l a r g e  
f r ees t and ing  eagles  on s tone  pedes t a l s .  The connectors  a r e  t h r e e  bays each. 

The no r th  f r o n t  is s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  south  except  t h a t  t h e  pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e  of t h e  
en t rance  i s  of molded b r i c k .  The west wing conta ins  a "flower room" with French doors lead- 
ing  t o  t h e  garden. The main b lock  of t h e  west wing con ta ins  a Pa l l ad ian  mot i f .  Though 
c l e v e r l y  d isguised  from t h e  south ,  t h e  e a s t  wing i s  a porch open on t h e  e a s t  and nor th  and 
maintains t h e  symmetry wi th  a matching Pa l l ad ian  mot i f ,  wi th  cen te r  a rch  supported on b r i ck  
columns wi th  molded b r i c k  c a p i t a l s .  

The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  house fo l lows a t y p i c a l  Georgian-type, cen te r -ha l l  plan.  The h a l l  
con ta ins  a s ingle-run s t a i r ,  broken by a landing,  wi th  paneled spandre l  and f o l i a t e d  brackets .  
The o r i g i n a l  s c e n i c  wallpaper  covers  t h e  w a l l s  above a molded c h a i r  r a i l .  To t h e  e a s t  i s  a 
l i v i n g  room running from f r o n t  t o  back. A f loor- to-ce i l ing  paneled e f f e c t  is achieved by t h e  
a p p l i c a t i o n  of wide wood s t r i p s  wi th  molded edges t o  p l a s t e r  wa l l s .  A t  t h e  c e i l i n g  i s  a 
d e n t i l  corn ice .  The mantel is a n  Adam-type des ign  f e a t u r i n g  p l a s t e r  f i g u r e s  and f o l i a t e d  
des igns ,  which was purchased by t h e  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  c l i e n t s  i n  a New York an t ique  shop. 

k. It is sa id  t o  be  English. A s  i s  t y p i c a l  throughout,  t h e  surround and h e a r t h  a r e  marble. The 
c e i l i n g  is d iv ided  i n t o  t h r e e  l a r g e  panels ,  t h e  cen te r  of which conta ins  a l a r g e  p l a s t e r  
medallion. 

The paneled d in ing  room on t h e  oppos i te  s i d e  of t h e  h a l l  i s  octagonal .  Two of i ts  
11 corners" con ta in  arched cupboards wi th  b u t t e r f l y  she lves  and s h e l l  tops.  The t h i r d  conta ins  

a f i r e p l a c e  and t h e  f o u r t h  a door t o  t h e  pantry.  The a rch  motif i s  appl ied  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  
and each a rch  i s  framed by f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #I )  



- 
8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning - landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 archeology-historic -conservation -law - science 
- 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics -literature - sculpture . . 
- 1600-1699 2,architecture -education - mllltary X - social1 
- 1700-1799 - art - engineering -music humanitarian 
- 1800-1899 -commerce - expiorationlsettiement - philosophy -theater 
2 1900- -communications - industry - poiiticsigovernment t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1929 BuilderlArchitect William Lawrence Bottomley 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Statement of S ign i f i cance  

This  e l egan t  express ion  of t h e  Georgian Revival s t y l e  i s  t h e  work of William Lawrence 
Bottomley, a  prominent New York a r c h i t e c t  who maintained a n  extens ive  c l i e n t e l e  i n  Virg in ia  
f o r  h i s  s t a t e l y ,  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  Georgian mansions. Drawing from Pa l l ad ian ,  English,  and 
c o l o n i a l  V i rg in i a  precedents ,  Bottomley fashioned imaginat ive and func t iona l  dwell ings f o r  
a f f l u e n t  Virg in ians  dur ing  t h e  1920s and 30s and s e t  a  s tandard  of exce l l ence  i n  domestic 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  t h a t  i s  y e t  revered i n  t h e  Commonwealth. The house was commissioned i n  1929 
by M r .  and Mrs. Herbert  2lcKelden Smith, prominent Stauntonians.  I n  r e fe rence  t o  Bottomley's 
work a t  Waverley H i l l ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n  William B. O'Neal s t a t e d :  "The f r e shness  of 
h i s  approach fnd t h e  s u r p r i s e  of some of h i s  design.  ..keep t h e  bu i ld ing  from any stigma of 
t h e  copyis t . "  

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

I n  1929 M r .  and Mrs. Herbert  McRelden Sinith so ld  t h e i r  downtown Staunton house and 
commissioned New York a r c h i t e c t  Williarr. Lawrence Bottomley t o  des ign  a  Neo-Georgian house on 
property they owned on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of town. M r .  Smith (1876-1960) was a  success fu l  busines: 
man and farmer,  a  mayor of Staunton, and f o r  a  t ime a  member of t h e  Vi rg in i a  l e g i s l a t u r e .  M r r  
Smith ( ?-1975), a  well-knovm c i v i c  l eade r ,  was a c h a r t e r  member of t h e  iJoodrow Wilson 
B i r thp lace  Foundation and r e s i d e n t  of t h a t  o rgan iza t ion  from 1956-1973, p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Garden Club of V i rg in i a ,  and t h e  f i r s t  woman on t h e  Board of V i s i t o r s  of t h e  Univers i ty  of 
Virg in ia .  

The r e s u l t i n g  f ive -pa r t  composition, which t akes  i t s  name from a  Shenandoah Valley house 
of Smith family a s s o c i a t i o n  which burned, i s  t h e  f i n e s t  example of i t s  s t y l e  anywhere i n  the  
reg ion  and i s  one of t h e  a r e a ' s  most s i g n i f i c a n t  domestic landmarks. 

William Lawrence Bottomley (1883-1951) was born i n  New York Ci ty  and received h i s  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r a i n i n g  a t  Columbia Univers i ty ,  from which he was graduated i n  1906. He won 
t h e  McKim P r i x  de Rome and spent  t h e  next  two yea r s  s tudying a t  t h e  American Academy i n  Rome 
and a t  t h e  Ecole des  Beaux Arts i n  P a r i s .  Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  New York, he  worked wi th  t h e  
prominent f i r m  of Heins and LaFarge and l a t e r  opened h i s  own o f f i c e  wi th  Edward Shepherd 
Hewitt. By t h e  time he  designed Waverley H i l l ,  he had formed t h e  f i r m  of Bottomley, (William 
Sidney) Wagoner, and (Cornel ius  J.) White. 

Bottomley had worked i n  Vi rg in i a  s i n c e  1915, and t h e  Smiths must have come t o  know and 
apprec ia t e  h i s  work from f r i e n d s  i n  Richmond, where Bottomley designed his l a r g e s t  and 
f i n e s t  V i rg in i a  houses. Though Bottomley had th i r ty-e ighc  r e a l i z e d  p r o j e c t s  i n  Vi rg in i a ,  
including many renovat ions,  altrra:::ons, and a d d i t i o n s ,  few were executed o u t s i d e  of t h e  
Richmond and Middleburg a r e a s .  This  house i s  one of only two o r  t h r e e  b u i l t  elsewhere. 

(See Continuat ion Sheet ill) 



Hood, Davyd Foard. "William Lawrence Bottomley ." Masters t h e s i s ,  University of 
V i rg in i a  Graduate School of Arch i t ec tu re ,  1975. 

O'Neal, William B. Arch i t ec tu re  i n  Vi rg in i a .  Richmond, The Yi rg in i a  Iluseum, 1968. 
L e t t e r s  of William Lawrence Bottomley t o  M r s .  Herbert  McKelden Smith and Arthur Shur t c l e f f  

T n.. --. 
10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 75.65 aczes 
Quadrangle name Staunton, VA Quadrangle scale : 24000 
UMT References 
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Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion Beginning a t  a po in t  a t  NW corner  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of 
US 11 Bypass and Oak Ridge Drive; thence extending about 550' NW along N s i d e  of s a id  d r ive ;  
thence curving about  50 '  SW along s a i d  s i d e ;  thence about 150' NW, along ME property l i n e  of 
ad jacent  t r a c t ,  t o  1,500' contour; thence curving SW, W, then  NW, fol lowing s a i d  contour and 

n lnua Lis t  all states and counties for  propert&egvifiafi iIng &&a?% z,bgg&ninoundaries 

state N/A code County N/A code 

state N/ A code county N/A code 

1 1. Form Prepared By (1) Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Staf f  
vi- . . 
221 Governor S t . ,  Richmond, VA 23219 (804) 786-311 

nameltltle (2) William T. F r a z i e r ,  Executive Di rec to r  

organization H i s t o r i c  Staunton Foundation date 

street & number P.O. Box 2534 teieohone (703) 885-7676 

city or town Staunton ,tate Virg in ia  2440 1 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

-national X -state - iocai 

As the desianated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665). 1 hereiy nominate this property for inclusion In th kationa~ Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by tt$Heritage Conservation $nq Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature kJ&,& fi$Ailfi 
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7. A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Analysis  (continued) 

Beyond t h e  s imple "flower room" wi th  i t s  p l a i n  w a l l s ,  French door?, and s l a t e  f l o o r  is 
t h e  paneled l i b r a r y .  Mirroring t h e  Pa l l ad ian  motif which opens t o  t h e  garden is a  bookcase 
wa l l  w i th  arched c e n t e r  s e c t i o n .  A f i r e p l a c e  is f lanked by a d d i t i o n a l  bookshelves. The 
c e i l i n g  of t h e  l i b r a r y  i s  vaul ted .  

The l i b r a r y ,  f lower room, d in ing  room, l i v i n g  room, h a l l ,  and porch a r e  arranged 
f i l a d e ,  c r e a t i n g  a  v i s t a  t h e  e n t i r e  l eng th  of t h e  house, a  d i s t a n c e  of approximately two 
hundred f e e t .  Each of t h e  i n t e r i o r  doors  is double-leaf and, l i k e  t h e  e x t e r i o r  doors ,  has 
a  glazed f a n l i g h t .  

The upper f l o o r  h a s - a  ce t r a l  h a l l  with four  bedrooms, one of which has  a  f i r e p l a c e  with 
a  vernacular  Federal- type mantel .  The t h i r d  f l o o r  conta ins  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  bedrooms. 

The grounds a r e  landscaped i n  a n  unpre tent ious  manner wi th  shrubs and f lowering t r e e s .  
On t h e  no r th  s i d e  is a  wide ma l l  f lanked by l a r g e  American box. Off t h e  porch is a  smaller  
garden of English and American box, wi th  a  magnif icent  view of t h e  Shenandoah Valley and 
t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains beyond. 

WTF 

8. H i s t o r i c a l  S ign i f i cance  (continued) 

Though Bottomley r e f e r r e d  t o  Waverley H i l l  a s  a  "very b e a u t i f u l  small  house," h i s  
l e t t e r s  t o  M r s .  Smith, wi th  whom he consul ted on nea r ly  every d e t a i l ,  show g r e a t  enthusiasm 
f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I n  f a c t ,  some of h i s  l e t t e r s  were signed "Yours e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y . "  Early 
i n  1930, apparent ly  j u s t  a f t e r  a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  completed house, he wrote t o  Mrs. Smith, "To 
say t h a t  I was t h r i l l e d  by t h e  house pu t s  i t  mildly.  I never got  such a  wallop be fo re  from 
any job." 

The grounds of t h e  house were designed by prominent landscape a r c h i t e c t  Arthur Shur tc le f t  
of Boston, Massachusetts.  

M r .  and Mrs. Smith l i v e d  i n  t h e  house u n t i l  t h e i r  dea ths  i n  1960 and 1975, r e spec t ive ly ,  
when t h e  house was i n h e r i t e d  by t h e i r  son and daughter-in-law, D r .  and Mrs. H. McKelden 
Smith, Jr . ,  who own and occupy i t  today. 

WTF 

William B. O'Neal, Arch i t ec tu re  i n  Vi rv in i a  (Richmond: The Virg in ia  Museum, 1968), p. 167. 
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10. Verbal Boundary Descr ip t ion  (continued) 

a  s e c t i o n  of S  s i d e  of Waverley H i l l  d r i v e ,  a l l  f o r  about 860';  thence about 510' NW t o  S  
s i d e  of Augusta S t r e e t  a t  W s i d e  of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  d r i v e  wi th  s a i d  s t r e e t ;  thence 
about 270' E along S  s i d e  of Augusta S t r e e t ,  then curving s l i g h t l y  S  and p a r a l l e l i n g  sa id  
s i d e  f o r  about .800'  t o  stream, then  fol lowing S  s i d e  of s t ream about  900' SE; thence about 
550' SSW t o  po in t  of o r i g i n .  C i ty  of Staunton Assessor ' s  Map 310; W i l l  Book 24, p.333, 
4/29/75. 

Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n  

Including t h e  l a r g e  acreage  of t h e  Waverley H i l l  p roper ty  can be j u s t i f i e d  f o r  t h e  
fol lowing a e s t h e t i c  reasons .  The whole proper ty  i s  bounded on two s i d e s  by major thorough- 
fares--Route 11 Bypass and Route 11 Business; t o  t h e  south is a  new housing development. 
The res idence  i t s e l f  i s  s i t e d  on t h e  crown of a  small  h i l l  and i s  immediately surrounded by 
t h e  landscaped garden. Where t h e  garden ends, t h e  wooded and brushy a r e a s  s lope  down t o  
t h e  base  of t h e  h i l l .  The ent rance  a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  h i l l  i s  f lanked by two b r i c k  p i l l a r s  
and t h e  long d r i v e  curves  up through t h e  n a t u r a l ,  wooded a r e a .  There i s  almost a  sense of 
discovery when t h e  formal  elegance of t h e  house i t s e l f  comes i n t o  view. The included acreage 
se rves  a s  a  greensward t h a t  enhances t h e  h i l l t o p  s e t t i n g  of Waverley H i l l .  






